
 

Durham Futsal League Rules 2019/2020 

The rules of this league shall be in accordance with USYS and FIFA except as modified and approved herein.  

LEAGUE HEADQUARTERS AND STAFF  

All mail should be sent to 

C/O Brookridge Soccer Consultants LLC  
PO BOX 9792  
Chapel Hill  
NC 27515 
 
919-949-1831 phone 
rbryan@brookridgesports.com 

LEAUGE STAFF  

League Director: Rich Bryan (919) 949-1831 rbryan@brookridgesports.com 

During League play, headquarters will be located at office address as listed above. 

LEAGUE VENUES 
 
Indoor games shall be held at Duke School & Rashkis Elementary. 
Outdoor games will be held at East End Futsal courts, Sherwood Park Futsal Courts and Herndon Par. 

AGE DIVISIONS  

Divisions shall be established by level of skill and also age. Age brackets may contain two different age groups, but where 
possible will always be within one year either direction of age. 

TEAM ELIGIBILITY  

The Durham Futsal League shall be open to all teams comprised of properly registered youth players (as defined by the 
rules of the affiliated organization) in all age groups indicated on the tournament application form, provided such team is in 
good standing with its youth association. The USYSA age group matrix will be used to determine tournament age groups. 
The oldest player on the roster dictates the age group the team will play.  

 

 

 



 

 

USYSA AGE GROUP CHART 2018/2019 SEASON  

 

 

The committee has the sole authority in making this selection and/or inviting teams at their own discretion. The committee 
also reserves the right to combine, drop or modify age groups.  

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY – ALL PLAYERS MUST PROVIDE VALID PROOF OF AGE  

TEAM, COACH AND PLAYER REGISTRATION  

Each manager, coach or assistant must present a valid coach’s pass and be listed on the Official League Roster. If a 
manager or coach is ejected, an assistant may conduct the team. If the assistant is also ejected, or there is no assistant, 
the game will be forfeited. In no case will a team be allowed to participate without a properly registered coach or assistant. 
Each team is limited to three coaches on the bench all of which must be on the Official League Roster.  

At registration, teams must indicate two officials. Each team will have an option for a backup coach in the event of game 
time clashes. 



Teams have until 2 working days prior to the league commencement to make any roster changes. At that time, 
league staff shall produce official tam rosters.  

League staff will conduct credential checks and compare the printed roster to the player identification presented. The 
Official Tournament Roster is to be carried throughout the tournament and presented to the referee staff prior to each 
match.  

Players may not play for more than one team in the same age group.  

PRE GAME CHECK IN 
 
Pre-game check in procedures will begin 15 minutes prior to each match. The team must present the Official League 
Roster to the referee staff at game check-in. Players arriving late at the court after the pre-game check in procedure may 
enter the game once the games’ official(s) verify the player is eligible and with the permission of the center referee. A late 
arriving player may be challenged at the time he/she is allowed to participate by the game officials. ANY TEAM USING 
AN INELIGIBLE PLAYER WILL FORFEIT ALL MATCHES PLAYED.  

Players not certified by the League staff will not be allowed to participate.  

LAWS OF THE GAME  

All games shall be accordance with the FIFA “Futsal Laws of the Game”, except as modified below. Competition 
sanctioned by the association shall abide by the “Laws of the Game.”  
 
Modified Rules:  
LAW 2: Goalkeepers  

Goalkeepers may only be involved with play once per series (or possession). This includes bringing the ball into play.  
Goalkeepers may only possess the ball for 4 seconds. 
Goalkeepers may only touch the ball with their hands within the 3 point semicircle area of the court. 
Goalkeepers are required to throw the ball on goal clearances. Punts, half-volleys, and passes with feet are not allowed.  

If the Goalkeeper enters the opposing half, they are classed as an outfield player. Upon returning to their half, the 
Goalkeeper is again deemed a Goalkeeper. The one possession rule will still be in effect unless the ball has gone out of 
bounds or turned over.  
 

LAW 3: Players 
Roster size is limited to 10 players.  

LAW 4: Players’ Equipment  

Player equipment must conform to FIFA rules. All players will wear shin-guards (under the socks). Players wearing a 
permanent orthopedic cast shall not be eligible to participate in any game. However, soft braces can be worn as long as 
they are properly wrapped. The safety of all players and final decision on safety is at the discretion of the referee.  

Teams must wear uniforms of matching design and color with a minimum of six (6) inch numbers affixed to the back of the 
uniform shirt. No two players may have identical uniform numbers while both players are playing on the field at the same 
time. The first team listed on the schedule is considered the Home team. The Home team is to wear light color uniform 
tops. If the Home team has on its light color kit and there is a discrepancy with the visiting team, the visitor must change 
their uniforms.  

The uniform of the goalkeeper must be a distinctly different color from the basic colors of the competing teams and the 
referee.  

A player wearing a soft cast is permitted to play with permission of the referee. Hard casts are not permitted  

LAW 5: The Referee  



Referees are required to sign and complete an official USSF or league specific game report to the League staff as well as 
a Red Card report containing any information relating to any game incidents involving players/coach, spectator 
misconduct, or injuries.  

LAW 7: The Duration of the Match:  

The duration of the game will be: 
 
Rapid 4’s 
 
24 minute game, 12 minute halves 
One (1) 3 minute half time 
 
09 through to High School 

40 minute game, 20 minute halves 
One (1) three (3) minute half time 
One Time Out per half lasting One (1) minute 
 
For all Divisions:  
No Overtime 
Referees will keep time for all matches  

HOUSE RULES OF THE GAME  

Players may be double-rostered on teams that are in DIFFERENT AGE DIVISIONS ONLY.  

It is strongly suggested that all teams should register a coach and an assistant coach or administrator in the event that the 
coach is removed from the game.  

Unlimited substitutions 
 
Coin toss may be used at beginning of game and half time to determine kick off 
Each team scheduled to play minimum of three games.  

Teams are permitted one time out each half which will result in the clock being halted. 

HOME TEAM  

The team listed first on the schedule is the Home team. The Home team is to wear white/lighter color jerseys. If home 
team complies and there is a conflict, visiting team must change jerseys. If home team does not comply and there is a 
color conflict, then home team must change colors.  

GAME BALLS  

U8-U12 will use a size 3. 
U13 and older will use a size 4. Game balls are provided by the league and each team will receive an age appropriate ball 
for warm ups at Team Check In. We will not replace lost balls issued to teams. If team lose their allocated ball, the team 
shall be required to replace. 

All teams must provide two Futsal balls per game. 

CONTROL OF SIDELINE CONDUCT  

Players, reserve players, managers, coaches and fans are expected to conduct themselves within the letter and spirit of 
the “Laws of the Game”. The League Staff has the authority and the responsibility to remove any person(s) from the game 
for abuses of conduct, in addition to any specific disciplinary action brought about by any other authority. In addition to 
good manners, the following rules will apply to Durham Futsal League:  

Staff will designate a sideline to be for the sole use of the players listed on the game roster and a maximum total of three 
(3) managers/coaches/trainers from each team, with one team occupying one side of the mid field and one team, the 



other. At halftime, teams will switch benches so as to substitute from their defending area. While the game is in progress 
coaches/managers/trainers/players must remain on their respective benches and may not roam the sidelines.  

Staff will designate the opposite sideline for spectators Artificial noise making devices are prohibited.  

The manager/coach will be responsible for the behavior of their fans and the referee will have the authority to warn and 
ultimately send off, any manager/coach and the fans who behave in an abusive or disruptive manner.  

Coaches will be cautioned for ‘excessive coaching’ Failure to adhere to the warning will then result in a yellow card and 
potential removal from the venue. 

POST GAME PROCEDURES  

As a mutual courtesy, both teams will meet at the center circle and congratulate each of the opposing team members for a 
game well played. Manager/coach of both teams will insure their respective sideline areas are clean and that all trash is in 
containers.  

It is the responsibility of the coach/manager to retrieve their Official League Roster form from the referee at the conclusion 
of the match.  

DISCIPLINE  

A player manager or coach ejected will have an automatic minimum one (1) game suspension regardless of the cause of 
the ejection. All referees rulings stand.  

Depending upon the severity of the unacceptable conduct, a suspension of up to the duration of the game may occur.  

Yellow Card are not accumulated from game to game.  

If a Red Card is given to a player/coach and they are sent off, a report shall be filed with Tournament Staff. The Official 
League Roster will be placed with the red card report and turned in to the administrative desk to be marked with the next 
game information. The coach/administrator may pick up their roster card and take the card to their next match, but the 
offending player/coach must serve his/her game suspension during the scheduled match. This will be noted on the roster 
card. A Red card suspension can only be served with the team with which the suspension was earned in games played by 
their team.  

The league operates a zero tolerance attitude towards abuse aimed at the officials in accordance with FIFA Futsal rules. 
Any members of the team found to be acting in a manner unfitting of sportsman like conduct and fair play will be ejected 
from the game and venue. A subsequent disciplinary hearing will be held to determine outcome of ejection. 

For US teams, any disciplinary action deemed reportable by the Head Referee, will be reported to the disciplined 
individual’s state association.  

League Points 

In pool play there will be no overtimes given. Standings in a division or pool will be determined by:  

3 points for a win  
1 point for a tie 
0 points for a loss 

Teams level on points shall be separated as follows: 
 
1. Goal difference 
2. Least conceded goals 
3. Most scored goals 
4. Head to Head result 
5. Play off game 

FORFEITED GAMES / CANCELLED GAMES / PROTESTS  



Any issues arising from schedules must be notified to the league no later than 72 hours prior to the fixture being played. 
Failure to do may result in a forfeit of game and subsequent charge of referee fees and court payment. 

A minimum of five (5) players constitutes a game. Games will start at the given time. In case a team does not have five (5) 
players present, there will be a maximum of a 5 minute grace period while the clock runs before awarding the game to the 
opponent. A forfeit will be scored 3-0.  

In no case should a team who forfeited a pool play match be declared a winner of wild card team. The team with the next 
best record will advance to semi-final or final play.  

PROTESTS  

There will be NO PROTESTS. Referee and League Staff decisions are final. Decisions by the entity deciding any disputes 
may not be appealed.  

EXTERNAL CONDITIONS / WEATHER, etc  

We make every effort to accommodate all games due to space/court limitations. If a game or the entire tournament is 
cancelled due to acts of God or field conditions, no refunds will be given under any circumstances. The League committee 
holds sole authority for delay, suspension or cancellation of play.  

TERMINATED GAMES  

If the referee terminates a match for reasons other than an act of God of field conditions, USYF officials will decide the 
result of the match after hearing the official reason from the referee and both coaches.  

REFUNDS  

No refunds will be given  

REFEREES  

If you are interested in joining the referee pool for our tournaments, contact jsantibanez@hornetsfc.com  

GENERAL RULES & LIABILITY – Products and behavior prohibited by the facility are not allowed in the facility, including 
but not limited to animals except service animals, outside beverages and food, verbal abuse, etc.  

In consideration for the opportunity to participate in any events, games or other sport or non-sport activities with Brookridge 
Soccer Consultants, Brookridge Sports Consultants or any division within, I acknowledge and agree as follows:  

1. I am aware and familiar with the ordinary and hazardous risk of sports activities including the possibility of serious and 
permanent bodily injury and understand that I am assuming those risks.  

2.  I understand that sports activities may require a certain level of fitness and skill to safely participate. I agree to only 
engage in activities in which I am physically fit to participate and will participate within my capabilities. I will play under 
control, within the rules of the game and to every extent possible avoid causing injury to myself or other persons using this 
facility.  

3. I understand that Brookridge Soccer may prepare and issue rules and regulations regarding use of the fields or facilities 
provided and agree to comply with all such rules and regulations.  

4. I understand that any fees paid to Brookridge Soccer Consultants do not include or require insurance for injuries to 
players, participants, coaches or managers.  

5. I agree that Brookridge Soccer Consultants, its owners, officers, members, employees, agents or representatives shall 
not be liable, jointly or severally, for any injuries attained during activies. I agree to indemnify and hold harmless Brookridge 
Soccer Consultants from and against any and all actions, claims, demands, liability, loss, damage and expense of any kind, 
including punitive, incidental or consequential damages or attorney fees arising from such claims.  



6. Brookridge Soccer Consultants may from time to time prepare and utilize photograph, video or audio images of players 
acquired during use of the facilities for security, advertising or promotional purposes. I hereby grant Brookridge Soccer 
Consultants a non-exclusive license to use my name, photograph, likeness, video footage or audio recording on or in 
association with Brookridge Soccer Consultants security, promotional and advertising material.  


